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ABSTRACTS AND REVIEWS.

E. MEDMANN. Der gegentodriige Stand der Methodik der IntelU-
genzprufungen (mit besonderer Eiicksicht auf die Kinderpsy-
chologie). Zeitschrift fiir Experimentelle Padagogik, X Band,
Heft I, 1910. Pp. 68-79.

In this suggestive and critical article Professor Memnann discusses
the purposes and methods of mental testing. He recognizes the fol-
lowing four groups: (1) The psychiatrical mental tests; (2) testa
for the purpose of fixing the limits of the abnormal child as opposed
to the normal, and the determination of typical intelligence disorders
of childhood; (3) the analysis of the intelligence of the normal adult
individual; (4) tests for normal children.

The psychiatrist uses tests of acquired knowledge as well as of
normal mental functioning, but he must modify the standards of the
former so that they take cognizance of the advantages and disad-
vantages of the patient's milieus. The problem of the abnormal child
involves the determining of the degree of imbecility and idiocy
through the application of simple tests adapted to the natural limita-
tions of the child. In the normal adult the analysis of the intelli-
gence serves the purpose of determining the gradual and qualitative
differences of the individual's natural gifts, varying from that "dull-
ness," which still is not abnormal, to genius. The problem is whether
or not there is a correlation between the different individual elements
of intelligence, whether positive individual differences postulate
reciprocal differences; e. g., does artistic imagination postulates
lesser development of reasoning activity ? In testing normal children
a new problem is added, namely, whether or not it is possible to deter-
mine a normal standard for each individual age of the child with
deviations above and below that age which would still permit the
child to be classified as normal.

Professor Meumann distinguishes two kinds of methods for testing
school children, the psycho-analytical (psychological) tests and the
practice tests. T\v,o very important hypotheses are involved in both
of these methods: (1) That all sides of consciousness take part with
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each mental activity; (2) that correlations are present between the
different mental functions. The intelligence should never be ex-
amined with one or a few tests, but always with series of tests, which
are so arranged that one may be sure to have tested all the possible
main functions of intelligence. Special .tests should be given to de-
termine the degree of intelligence in the higher sense, tests that will
allow all attributes of synthetic thinking to come into play. This is
best accomplished through the methods that are purposive, that in-
volve the working with abstract elements, and that include tests for
the solution of usual, easy and significant connections of new com-
binations of imagination.

The test methods are indispensable on account of their great prac-
tical usefulness. In all but the younger children, tests of acquired
knowledge are to be excluded; hence the tests are to be limited to
those that are clearly functional. The article is presented as a sur-
vey of the field and a summary of the principal points of view. It is
the first of a series on the problem of mental testing.

LUTHER E. WIDEN.

University of Iowa.

W. M. MCKEEVER. Psychological Method in Teaching. Chicago: A
Flanagan Company, 1909. Pp. xvii, 332.

This is a suggestive elementary text, adapted to the use of begin-
ners in the study of educational theory, especially such as can give
only a small amount of time to professional training or such as must
get their educational theory and their introduction to psychology at
the same time.

The author first discusses the meaning of education and its psycho-
logical and biological basis in instinct, then follow brief sections on
self-activity, habit, the place of perception, imagination, memory
and reasoning in teaching. These sections are simple and well stated.
Two very practical chapters devoted to the recitation, its aims and
method follow. Part II contains a series of chapters that should be
helpful to the beginner on the various elementary school subjects, read-
ing, language, mathematics, art and industry, geography and nature
study, elementary agriculture, history, physiology and hygiene, clos-
ing with a chapter full of practical suggestions as to general exer-
cises for the elementary school. Part III, devoted to moral instruc-
tion, begins quite properly with the teacher's personality as a factor


